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Dear Somers Community Members,

We are well underway in the 2018-19 school year with nearly 3,000 children in our schools.  
At the most recent Board of Education meeting, we reviewed the school success plans that 
identify the development work we’ll do this year to improve our educational practices in 
each of the areas of the district vison. The following are examples of that work. Please visit 
www.somersschools.org for the full success plan for the district and each school.

21st Century Knowledge & Skills
The Somers Middle School faculty and staff were hard at work before the students arrived 
this fall, with a full day of training on integrating the International Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Programme. Most of the professional learning time in the middle school this year will 
be dedicated to the curriculum for the MYP, as faculty and staff continue to prepare for the 
first year of the program in 2020/21.  At the elementary level, both Primrose and Somers 
Intermediate Schools are integrating new and revised literacy instruction based on best 
practices identified by teachers last year. Somers High School is piloting embedded honors 
in a ninth grade general education humanities course. This inclusive practice gives every 
student in the class the opportunity to choose higher level coursework and earn honors 
credit.

Social, Emotional and Physical Wellness 
This year across the district you will see a concentrated effort to enhance the safety and 
security of our children. Each school has a dedicated Westchester County Police School 
Resource Officer in the building every day. In addition, we have hired a Safety and Security 
Coordinator who will be in the district each week. The coordinator’s role is to ensure we are 
effectively completing and critiquing the safety drills in our schools, training all employees, 
and implementing best practices related to student safety.  
  
Global Citizenship
For the third year in a row, all schools in the district were recognized as No Place for Hate 
schools. This designation signifies that we embrace the differences of all learners, and that 
we are dedicated to educational access for all. Our schools teach lessons in each grade that 
focus on the social justice standards of identity, diversity, justice, and action. One important 
component of global citizenship is learning a different language. As part of transitioning the 
middle school to the MYP, our target is to start world language instruction in sixth grade 
next fall.

I want to congratulate Somers High School for being named a National Blue Ribbon School 
by the Department of Education. This award reflects the commitment to our students by 
the faculty at SHS, as well as those across the entire district. Nearly 95% of our students who 
graduate each year start with us at Primrose and go all the way through SCSD. The national 
recognition is thanks to a district-wide effort, and it is this collective energy that will take us 
to new heights.  

Your participation in the lives of our students continues to be critical for the success of all 
children. I appreciate the opportunity to partner with the entire community, as we continue 
to move our district Forward in Excellence.

Sincerely,

Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
Superintendent of Schools

Please LIKE us on our Facebook page – Somers Central School District


